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critical of minor points. Indeed, everywhere In
that great city of Moscow there was an atmos-
phere of harmony and contentment,, even of
happiness.

For weeks I believed that fear was the motive
Material force underlying these manifestations,, and I

shortcomings wag  mistrastful  of them?   too?   in   face   of the

fact that Moscow lacks so many things which
we of the West consider indispensable. Life
there is by no means as easy as the Government
would have it.

True, the years of hunger are over. In the
many shops food of all kinds can be obtained
in great variety and at prices well within the
Food reach of the average citizen of the Union, the
worker and the peasant. All kinds of preserves
are especially cheap and more than usually
good. According to statistics, more and better
food is available there per head of the popula-
tion than in Germany or Italy, and, as far as
I could tell during a short stay, these statistics
do not lie. People with modest Incomes enter-
tain an unexpected guest with surprising lavish-
ness, although, on the other hand, the prepara-
tion of good and plentiful material often be-
trays a lack of interest and artistry. But your